
Senator Downing, Representative Golden and Committee, 

! Thank you for the opportunity to present on behalf of Cape Downwinders and MA 
Downwinders representing citizens from Metro Boston, the North Shore, South Shore, and 
the Cape and Islands .  We support both S.1797 and S.1798 and submit written testimony.  
For this hearing, I have been asked to speak on S.1798.

! We also thank your staff meeting with us in the past few months to begin the 
conversation about the importance for passing this legislation. We contend that this bill is 
necessary to protect the Commonwealthʼs economic interests and submit testimony to 
support this contention to ensure Entergy fulfills its obligation to fully fund the 
decommissioning of Pilgrim.  There is strong public support for this bill

! Entergy Corporation is already in financial distress with the recent announcements to 
close Pilgrim in 2019 and Fitzpatrick in upstate New York in 2016 due to poor market 
conditions and lower energy costs.  Pilgrim alone is losing $40 million per year for the 
company.   This corporation has shown irresponsible economic decisions by failing to 
complete maintenance and upgrades on Pilgrim as cited by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.  The result will be the financial impact of up to a $100 million in expected 
repairs and updates to meet NRC standards as reported by Senator Edward Markey.   
Entergy has proven itʼs inability to meet federal guidelines during operation by not investing 
capital into a degraded reactor.  Why then would we expect the corporation to fully fund 
decommissioning after Pilgrim closes?

! Proactive legislation at this important time is required to meet our obligations to our 
children and future generations.  The federal government already reneged on itʼs promise of 
a national repository for the spent fuel, today nowhere near any resolution.  Their rules are 
arbitrary and full of smoke and mirrors to hide the real costs of decommissioning to benefit 
the industry at the detriment of public coffers.  

! Entergy has a fiduciary responsibility to itʼs shareholders. This Committee has a fiscal 
responsibility to the people of Massachusetts.   Use our precious tax dollars for the 
betterment of the people, not bail out for Entergy.  State revenue is desperately needed to 
invest in our future:  education, health care, housing, and green, clean energy.  
! Transfer of costs and risks to future generations would not only irresponsible but 
immoral.  This legislation is necessary to force change and protect the state interests.   

We ask your full support for S.1797 and S.1798 and request the Committee 
immediately release the bills as emergency measures with a favorable 
recommendation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.


